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INSTRUCTION:  Extracurricular Activities 

 

Intramural, [Informal,] Interscholastic, And Corollary Athletic[s] PROGRAMS 

 

I. PURPOSE 

 

 To outline guidelines for the establishment of intramural [and/or informal], 

interscholastic, and corollary athletic programs in Baltimore County Public 

Schools (BCPS). 

 

II. DEFINITIONS 

 

THE FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS APPLY TO THIS RULE: 

 

A. ATHLETIC PROGRAM - A SCHOOL-SPONSORED PROGRAM THAT 

OCCURS BEFORE OR AFTER THE REGULAR SCHOOL DAY, IS 

NOT GRADED, AND FOR WHICH A CREDIT IS NOT EARNED.  

 

B. COROLLARY ALLIED ATHLETICS - A PROGRAM THAT IS NOT 

GOVERNED BY THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE MARYLAND 

PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 

(MPSSAA) AND IS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO COMBINE 

GROUPS OF STUDENTS WITH AND WITHOUT DISABILITIES IN 

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY.  

 

C. INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS - INDIVIDUAL AND TEAM SPORT 

ACTIVITIES THAT ARE GOVERNED BY THE REQUIREMENTS OF 

THE MARYLAND PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS ATHLETIC 

ASSOCIATION (MPSSAA), STATE REGULATION, AND  BCPS 

REGULATIONS, PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES FOR 

INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS.   

 

D. INTRAMURAL ATHLETICS – BEFORE- OR AFTER-SCHOOL 

PROGRAMS THAT MAY BE ORGANIZED IN THE HOME SCHOOL 

TO OFFER EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO 

PARTICIPATE IN A VARIETY OF GAMES, SPORTS, AND 

TOURNAMENTS TO ENCOURAGE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF 

ALL STUDENTS REGARDLESS OF THEIR ABILITIES.  

 

Exhibit W 
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E. LEGALLY TRANSFERRED – CHANGE OF RESIDENCE OR 

TRANSFER FROM ONE SCHOOL TO ANOTHER AND APPROVED 

BY THE SUPERINTENDENT OR HIS/HER DESIGNEE. 

 

F. PARENT - THE BIOLOGICAL OR ADOPTIVE PARENT, LEGAL 

GUARDIAN, OR PERSON ACTING IN THE ABSENCE OF THE 

PARENT OR GUARDIAN. 

 

G. STUDENT WITH A DISABILITY – A STUDENT WHO MEETS THE 

DEFINITION OF: 

 1. A “HANDICAPPED PERSON” AS DEFINED IN 45 C.F.R. 

§84.3(j); 

 2. A “STUDENT WITH A DISABILITY” AS DEFINED IN COMAR 

13A.05.01.03B; OR 

 3. A “HANDICAPPED PERSON” AS DEFINED IN 34 C.F.R. 

§104.3(j). 

 

III. [II.] INTRAMURAL ATHLETICS [Guidelines] 

 

 A. THE PRINCIPAL SHALL DESIGNATE AN INTRAMURAL SPONSOR 

WHO WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PLANNING, IMPLEMENTING, 

AND FACILITATING BEFORE- OR AFTER-SCHOOL VOLUNTARY 

PROGRAMS THAT OFFER A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES AND 

TOURNAMENTS TO ENCOURAGE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF 

ALL STUDENTS REGARDLESS OF THEIR ABILITIES. 

 

 B. THE PRINCIPAL IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING ADEQUATE 

FACILITIES AND SUPERVISION FOR SPECTATORS AND 

PARTICIPANTS AT ALL INTRAMURAL ATHLETIC EVENTS. 

 

[A. Intramural and Informal Athletics  

 

1. The principal in collaboration with the school’s physical education 

department or designee shall be responsible for establishing a 

program of intramural and/or informal athletics. 

2. Under the direction of the principal, the intramural sponsor will plan, 

implement, and facilitate a before- or after-school voluntary program 

that offers a variety of activities and tournaments to encourage active 

participation of all students regardless of their physical abilities.  

3. The principal/designee is responsible for the organization and 

supervision of both participants and spectators.]    
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IV. [B.]Interscholastic Athletics  

 

 A. BCPS REGULATIONS, PROCEDURES, AND GUIDELINES FOR 

INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS WILL BE PUBLISHED ANNUALLY 

AND MUST BE ADHERED TO BY ALL SCHOOLS. 

 

 B. THE PRINCIPAL AND/OR HIS/HER DESIGNEE IS RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, ORGANIZATION, AND 

SUPERVISION OF THE SCHOOL’S INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS 

PROGRAM.   

 

 C. IF A STUDENT WITH A DISABILITY PARTICIPATES ON AN 

INTERSCHOLASTIC VARSITY OR JUNIOR VARSITY TEAM, THAT 

STUDENT WILL BE SUBJECT TO THE RULES OF MPSSAA.  

 

 D. STUDENTS SHALL PRESENT TO THEIR HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

AN ATHLETIC PERMIT, COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY THE 

STUDENT’S PARENT, GIVING PERMISSION FOR PARTICIPATION 

IN THE SPORT. 

 

E. STUDENTS SHALL SUBMIT TO THEIR HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

A PREPARTICIPATION PHYSICAL EVALUATION FORM AS PROOF 

OF BEING EXAMINED AND CERTIFIED AS BEING PHYSICALLY 

FIT TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY TRY-OUT, PRACTICE, OR CONTEST 

OF A SCHOOL TEAM.   

  1. THE PHYSICAL EXAMINATION SHALL BE PERFORMED BY 

A LICENSED PHYSICIAN, CERTIFIED PHYSICIAN’S 

ASSISTANT (PA) UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A 

LICENSED PHYSICIAN, OR A CERTIFIED NURSE 

PRACTITIONER (NP).   

  2. THE PHYSICAL EXAMINATION SHALL BE GOOD FOR 

TWELVE (12) MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THE 

EXAMINATION.   

 

 F. STUDENTS MAY REPRESENT ONLY THE SCHOOL WHERE THEY 

ARE ENROLLED AND ATTENDING AND WHERE THEY INTEND 

TO COMPLETE GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS. 

 

 G. STUDENTS WHO ARE 19 YEARS OR OLDER AS OF AUGUST 31 

ARE INELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN INTERSCHOLASTIC 

ATHLETIC PROGRAMS. 
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 H. TRANSFER STUDENTS AND LATE ENROLLMENT 

  1. STUDENTS WHO LEGALLY TRANSFER TO A BCPS SCHOOL 

AND WHO MEET ALL OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS 

RULE, AS WELL AS THE REQUIREMENTS OF MPSSAA AND 

BCPS REGULATIONS, PROCEDURES, AND GUIDELINES FOR 

INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS, MAY PARTICIPATE IN 

INTERSCHOLASTIC SPORTS PROGRAMS UNDER THE 

FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

   a. IF THE STUDENT IS ENROLLED IN BCPS AFTER 

SEPTEMBER 30 BUT BEFORE NOVEMBER 15, THE 

STUDENT SHALL BE INELIGIBLE TO REPRESENT 

THE SCHOOL IN INTERSCHOLASTIC SPORTS DURING 

THE FIRST SEMESTER, UNLESS: 

    (1) THE STUDENT HAS TRANSFERRED FROM A 

SCHOOL WHERE THE STUDENT HAS 

ATTENDED REGULARLY DURING THE 

CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR.  

    (2) THE STUDENT IS IDENTIFIED AS HOMELESS 

AS DEFINED BY THE MCKINNEY-VENTO 

HOMELESS ASSISTANCE ACT. 

   b. A REQUEST FOR A WAIVER UNDER THIS SECTION 

SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE COORDINATOR, 

OFFICE OF ATHLETICS.   

  

 I. ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY 

  1. HIGH SCHOOL 

a. STUDENTS ARE ACADEMICALLY ELIGIBLE TO 

PARTICIPATE IN INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS IF 

THEY ARE REGISTERED FOR COURSES IN 3 OUT OF 7 

OR 2 OUT OF 4 PERIODS, DEPENDING ON THE 

SCHOOL SCHEDULE.  

b. STUDENTS ARE ACADEMICALLY INELIGIBLE IF 

THEY HAVE LESS THAN A 2.0 GRADE POINT 

AVERAGE (GPA) WITH NO MORE THAN ONE 

FAILING, INCOMPLETE, OR MEDICAL GRADE IN THE 

PRECEDING QUARTER.   

(1) A GRADE OF FAIL IN A PASS/FAIL CLASS IS 

CONSIDERED A FAILING GRADE AND WILL 

AFFECT ELIGIBILITY AND GPA. 

(2) FALL ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY IS DETERMINED 

BY THE FOURTH QUARTER GRADING PERIOD 
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FROM THE PRECEDING YEAR.  THIS 

PROVISION DOES NOT APPLY TO INCOMING 

NINTH GRADE STUDENTS FOR INITIAL FALL 

ELIGIBILITY.   

  2. MIDDLE SCHOOL 

a. STUDENTS ARE ACADEMICALLY INELIGIBLE TO 

PARTICIPATE IN INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS IF 

THEY HAVE LESS THAN A 2.0 GPA WITH NO MORE 

THAN ONE FAILING, INCOMPLETE, OR MEDICAL 

GRADE IN THE PRECEDING QUARTER.  

(1) FALL ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY IS DETERMINED 

BY THE FOURTH QUARTER GRADING PERIOD 

FROM THE PRECEDING YEAR. THIS 

PROVISION DOES NOT APPLY TO INCOMING 

SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS FOR INITIAL FALL 

ELIGIBILITY. 

b. STUDENTS WHO ARE 15 YEARS OLD OR OLDER AS 

OF AUGUST 31 ARE INELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN 

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC 

PROGRAM. 

  3. CERTIFICATE-BOUND STUDENTS ARE ACADEMICALLY 

INELIGIBLE IF THEY HAVE MORE THAN ONE FAILING 

GRADE FOR THE QUARTER; GPA IS NOT A FACTOR.    

     

  [1. The principal and/or designee is responsible for the administration, 

organization, and supervision of the school’s interscholastic athletics 

program as outlined in the Baltimore County Public Schools’ 

Regulations and Procedures for Interscholastic Athletics.  

  2. The Office of Athletics shall administer the interscholastic athletic 

program, in accordance with the rules and regulations of the 

Maryland Public Secondary School Athletic Association and the 

Baltimore County Public Schools Athletic Association.] 

 

V. [C.] Corollary ALLIED Athletics [Program] 

 

 A. [1.] The [o] Office of Athletics shall ORGANIZE AND administer the 

school system’s corollary ALLIED athleticS [program, which includes the 

Allied Sports Program,] in accordance with the requirements set forth in 

regulation.  
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 B. THE COROLLARY ALLIED ATHLETICS PROGRAM SHALL 

INCLUDE COED TEAMS COMPRISED OF DISABLED AND NON-

DISABLED STUDENTS WHO MEET ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS. 

 

 C. STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN COROLLARY 

ALLIED ATHLETICS UP TO THE AGE OF 21, AS LONG AS THEY 

ARE ENROLLED IN BCPS AND RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION 

SERVICES. 

 

 D. STUDENTS MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA TO BE 

ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COROLLARY ATHLETIC 

PROGRAM.  A STUDENT: 

  1. SHALL BE A SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENT IN GRADES 9 

– 12. 

  2. SHALL BE OFFICIALLY REGISTERED AND ATTENDING A 

BALTIMORE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

  3. SHALL SUBMIT A PARENT OR GUARDIAN PERMISSION 

FORM FOR PARTICIPATION. 

4. SHALL SUBMIT A PREPREPARTICIPATION PHYSICAL 

EVALUATION FORM. 

  5. SHALL BE MAKING SATISFACTORY PROGRESS TOWARD: 

   a. GRADUATION WITH A MARYLAND HIGH SCHOOL 

DIPLOMA; OR  

   b. SCHOOL COMPLETION WITH A MARYLAND HIGH 

SCHOOL CERTIFICATE OF PROGRAM COMPLETION. 

  6. MAY NOT HAVE PARTICIPATED ON AN 

INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC TEAM IN THE SAME SPORT, 

UNLESS THE STUDENT DEVELOPS A DISABILITY DURING 

HIS/HER YEARS OF PARTICIPATION IN INTERSCHOLASTIC 

SPORTS, FOR WHICH AN EXCEPTION MAY BE MADE.  

EXCEPTIONS UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL BE 

REFERRED TO THE COORDINATOR, OFFICE OF 

ATHLETICS. 

 

VI. BEHAVIOR 

 

 STUDENTS MUST FOLLOW THE BCPS CODE OF CONDUCT AS 

OUTLINED IN THE STUDENT HANDBOOK AND ARE SUBJECT TO 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION FOR ANY BEHAVIORAL OFFENSES 

COMMITTED WHILE PARTICIPATING IN AN ATHLETIC PROGRAM.  
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  VII.  COMPLIANCE 

 

 A. The Office of Athletics shall be responsible for filing all required annual 

reports with the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE). [in 

accordance with state regulation. ] 

 

 B. PRIOR TO THE FIRST PRACTICE SESSION, ATHLETIC COACHES 

ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR VERIFYING RECEIPT OF A SIGNED 

PARENT OR GUARDIAN PERMISSION FORM, COMPLETION OF 

THE REQUISITE  PREPARTICIPATION PHYSICAL EVALUATION 

FORM, AND THE ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY OF EACH ATHLETE 

PARTICIPATING ON HIS/HER TEAM. 

 

 C. THE PRINCIPAL OR HIS/HER DESIGNEE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

CERTIFYING THAT EACH ATHLETE REPRESENTING HIS/HER 

SCHOOL MEETS THE SCHOOL SYSTEM’S ELIGIBILITY 

REQUIREMENTS PRIOR TO THE FIRST GAME. 

 

  

 

Legal References: 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(1)(I)–(g)(1)(J), MCKINNEY-VENTO 

HOMELESS ASSISTANCE ACT  

 COMAR 13A.06.03, Interscholastic Athletics in the State  

 COMAR 13A.06.04, Corollary Athletic Programs  

 

 

 

Related Policies: Board of Education Policy 3151, Accident Insurance 

 Board of Education Policy 3160, School-Sponsored Activities  

 BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 5110, ADMISSION 

 BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 5140, SPECIAL PERMISSION 

TRANSFER 

 BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 5150, RESIDENT AND NON-

RESIDENT STUDENTS 

 BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 5470, WELLNESS 

   BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 5500, CONDUCT  

BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 5550, DISRUPTIVE 

BEHAVIOR 

BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 5600, STUDENTS’ RIGHTS 

AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
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Rule          Superintendent of Schools 

Approved: 11/21/68 

Revised: 09/22/09 

Revised: 03/05/13 

REVISED: ________    


